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P6 ROVER EDITORIAL OWNERS CLUB

1.  EDITORIAL
I hope this newsletter wil l convince our membership that the PO ROVER OWNERS CLUB

is alive, well and slowly but surely, developing into a club which will cater for the needs of
the owners, and others interested in, the fine cars in the P6 and P6B ranges produced by
Rover in the years 1963 to 1976.

Although the club was formed in May last year most of you will be aware that, owing to
personal problems experienced by the founder and first secretary, and a failure to
communicate with the rest of the committee, the club only really got off the ground in the
last two months of 1982.

Since then a lot of effort has gone into sorting out the outstanding correspondence and
tracing the details of membership.

At the time of writing this work is almost complete and we can now devote our attention
to the club's future.

The current membership of the club is 65 but this is increasing rapidly with new
membership applications and enquiries about membership arriving every day.

This newsletter will be published at two monthly intervals. lt is intended for the
membership of the club to keep itself informed about the 2000,2200 and 3500's'

The committee is happy to accept responsibility for the production of the newsletter but
the contents will be determined by the membership.

lf you would like to write an arlicle describing the history of your car, giving detailsof a
parti-cular job you have performed on it, giving general information about the history of the
P6, describing the availability of parts, raising queries to which you would like answers or
any other subject which will be of interest to other members, then please do not hesitate but
to put pen to paper and send your article to me as soon as possible.

We will be happy to publish letters from members if you prefer to write in this format rather
than to write an article.

Articles and letters can include line drawings but we are not yet in a position to reproduce
photographs. Hopefully such developments will take place in the not too distant future.' 

lf you do not wish to contribute to the newsletter but have suggestions to make about the
content then please let us know. The aim is to interest you and this will be a lot easier if we
are aware of the sort of material you would like to receive.

Finally may I thank you for your support of the club. We are now active and developing
fast. This newsletter will inform you of some developments and you will see more in our next
newsletter in two months time. Please contribute to the activities of the club in whatever way
you can. With an active membership the club wil l continue to grow rapidly producing real
benefits for all its members.

Mike Beetham

2.THE CLUB COMMITTEE
I have now given up the post of Treasurer to take on the responsibilities of Secretary. The

new Treasurei is Peter Hewitt who has been very active in his efforts on behalf of the club.
According to the provisional constitution of the club which will control its activities at least

unti l the anhual general meeting in the autumn, the membership of the committee can be
up to 12 persons.'This 

means we have a number of vacancies and we would be very grateful for volunteers
to fi l l  these positions. The committee wil l normally meet at the gathering in Hendon on.the
last Tuesday of the month, and so it would be useful if volunteers could make that meeting,
at least occisionally. However, provided you are willing to contribute to the development of
the club. we would welcome a contribution from members further from London so that all
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The job described below is also similar on the 2000/2200 models.
1. Clamp off the pipe leading downwards from the brake/clutch fluid reservoir; mole

grips are ideal for this.

our membership can feel it is represented on the committee.
Please contact me if you are willing to serve on the committee giving details of the areas

in which you feel most able to contribute.
Mike Beetham

3. MONTHLY MEETINGS
The membership list at the end of this newsletter has been arranged roughly by

geographical area. Please consider organising a regular meeting for your area and cohtaCt
other members in your region to check the viability of such a gathering.

lf you then let Peter Hewitt know the proposed time and place of the meeting he will
coordinate these activities and ensure the details are included in future newsletteri.

The meeting in Hendon which takes place on the last Tuesday of each month at 8-00pm.
is providing successful and members attending it enjoy the opportunity to discuss the P6
Rover, and topics, in relaxed surroundings

The meeting is in the Hendon way which is situated on the Hendon way, the A41 just
north of the North Circular Road. This is very conveniently situated for people travelling via
the  M1 .

Mike Beetham

4. PHOTOGRAPHS
We are very grateful to the members who have sent us photographs of their cars. I hope

they will accept this article as sufficient thanks for their contribution to the club album.
Peter Hewitt is maintaining the club album and would be very grateful to receive

photographs for inclusion in it.

. Please write your name and the registration number of your car, together with any other
details you would like to add, on the back of the photographs you send.

Mike Beetham

5. CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER OVERHAUL
The first sign that my 35003 was not well was an excessive brake fluid consumption. After

getting through a 500m1 can in a month, I decided to remedy the fault.
This is an easy repair to do (approximately t hour) and cost me only f2 for the slave

cylinder repair kit - part number 8G8600 for 35005 models.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.

Disconnect the fluid pipe and blank off the pipe with tape.
Undo the two bolts holding the cylinder to the bell housing and remove the cylinder.
Remove the rubber dust cover and circlip from the cylindei. Expel the piston a-ssembly
by applying a foot pump to the fluid inlet. Mine was so far gone that it fell outl
Withdraw the spring.
Examine the cylinder bore and piston. lf these are only slightly marked, clean lightly
with metal polish. lf they are deeply scored, replace with new components.
Replace the spring with the small end outwards. Smear the new seal with
Gastrol/Girling rubber grease (supplied with the kit) and place on the piston neck with
the small end outwards.

8. Smear the piston with rubber grease and fit the new circlip into the groove.
9. Fill the dust cover with the remaining rubber grease and replace the slave cylinder

over the push rod. Torque the two bolts to 25 |b.ft. (3.5 kgf.m) to the bell housing.
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10. Make sure the dust cover is secure around the cylinder body.
11 . Replace the fluid pipe, bleed the clutch and replace the bleed screw dust cover.
12. Road test and check for leaks.

6. EXHAUSTED ROVER
Unfortunately one of the P6's weak spots is it's exhaust system; in particular the rear

silencer. The rear box usually only lasts between twelve and eighteen months before finally
giving up the ghost.

When faced with this problem with my 35005 | decided to invest in a stainless steel unit.
After trailing around numerous exhaust centres I discovered that none of the major
manufacturers, e.g. Grundy, Midas, Q.H. Standard, Kwick-Fit-Euro, could obtain a stainless
steel rear box as "they don't make them for that model".

I refused to be beaten and tried the small specialist stainless steel manufacturers. I found
success with J.P. Exhausts, Head Office Unit 2, 2 School Street, Industrial Estate, Hazel
Grove, Cheshire, (061-456-7333). They said they would make me up a unit and dispatched
the next day. The quality was superb and comes with a lifetime guarantee. The price was
f55 plus p&p which is very reasonable considering that a mild steel silencer is around t30;
a sound investment!

Peter Hewitt

7. TRACKING DOWN A P6
I have come to the conclusion that these people in tyre establishments who offer the

wheel alignment service just do not want to know when it comes to the Rover P6, mainly
the V8 version.

In my own experience I have often had to go to half a dozen places before I have found
someone who has agreed to have a go at it.

The excuses I am given for not doing the job are many, for example the track rod nuts
cannot be got at unless the inlet manifold is removed, the job needs special tools or even
that it is a main agent job.

This problem seems to be common amongst Rover P6 owners and it is about time
something was said about it. After all the job is not that difficult. All that is needed is to
remove the air cleaner (V8 models) then get a 15i1 6" AF open ended spanner to undo the two
track rod nuts which are fairly accessible and then turn the track rod with a pair of mole grips
one way or the other in accordance with the reading on the inslrument on the front wheels.

My advice to people who have had, or are having, this problem is that if you find
somewhere wil l ing to do the job then stick with them.

lf any readers have experienced the same sort of problems we would be pleased to hear
from you.

PaulSmith

8.  DAMPER FILL
A tip when fi l l ing up the damper on the SU carburetter. Although the workshop manual

sometimes states that engine oil should be used, this is not so. Engine oil is too thick,
SAE 20 oil should be used. Hermetite now market a small bottle of SAE 20 oil especially for
the job (recommended for SU and Stromberg carburetters) which retails for about 97p. The
oil is obtainable from Halfords and other accessory shops.

Peter Hewitt
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one ortwo Dutch '",1;3,"tj'llil"tffi:l?"?:iJff)5':::ni*,", i" Mr. Hans Heijkoop
of Amsterdam who is Technical Adviser of the Rover owners club of Holland.

He has sent us the following figures showing P6 production which we are grateful for
permission to reproduce here.

4 cylinder P6 production

2000SC 2000Auto
2200 73-> 2200 73->

Home Export Home Export

200oTC
22OO73-> Total Total Total

Home Export Home Export

1963 827
1964 956'l
1965 16580
1966 14558
1967 7156
1968 6587
1969 4372
1970 5246
1971 6122
1972 6349
1973 4353

1974 3671
1975 2660
1976 5018

0 0
2633 0
6906 0
3339 1022
1778 5025
1576 2924
1143 2618
899 2878
439 3144
394 3624
175 2402
145 2679
17 2036

1012 0

0 0

0  
' 0

0 0

35 3125
1593 12047
1268 8809
909 6539
530 7362
243 9223
203 9318
72 6486
24 5892

8 3468
0 0

0 827 0 827
0 9561 2633 12194
0 16580 6906 23486

4637 18705 8011 26716
4954 24228 8325 32553
5801 18320 8645 26965
3432 13529 5484 19013
2564 15486 3993 19479
1888 18489 2570 21059
1906 19291 2503 21794
1361 13241 1608 14849
2258 12242 2427 14669
690 8164 715 8879

0 5018 1012 6030

Total
Total

93060 20456 28352 4885 72269 29491
1135'16 33237 101760

193681 54832

ln addition 744 carc were produced for New zealand in 1968-71 making a total of
249,257 P6 4 cylinder cars produced between 1968 and 1976.

A table showing the production of 8 cylinder cars, again produced by Hans Heijkoop will
be included in the next newsletter.

10. CHANGING THE REAR BRAKE PADS
Many P6 owners are put off this task on reading in the Repair Operation Manual that

service tool 601 962 is required.
The tool is used because the mechanism used to allow the handbrake to adjust

automatlcally as the pads wear involves a threaded pushrod operated by the brake piston
and a piston cup assembly which screws onto the pushrod. lt is the piston cup assembly
which makes contact with the brake pad.

As the pads wear and the handbrake is operated the piston cup assembly gradually
unscrews on the pushrod thus effectively increasing the length of the piston.
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When new pads are fitted the piston cup assembly must be screwed back onto the
pushrod to give sufficient clearance for the new pads. To allow this to be done the assembly
has a lever mounted on its outer face. Tool 601962 is a rachet
device which fits over this lever and allows the assembly to be
rotated easily.

In fact, by careful use of a screwdriver or metal rod to push
the lever and using a piece of wire in the form of a hook to pull
the lever, it is possible to rotate the assembly without the
special tool.

Allow plenty of time for the job. lf you have to work lying on
the ground beneath your car which is supported on ramps you
will need patience and the job could take several hours.

Lever

Piston Cup Assembly
Push Rod

The following is the sequence of operations required to change the pads on the 35005.
Other models are similar though the electrical leads are not present and step 1 can be omitted.

1. Disconnect the battery.
2. Disconnect the wear indicator leads at the plugs where the lead enters the back of

the car boot.
3. Remove the clevis pin which secures the hand brake link lever to the right hand brake

caliper. The pin is retained by a split pin at the end nearest the rear of the car.
Note that two felt washers are used in this assemblv and these should be retained
for reassembly.

4. Remove the clevis pin nearest the final drive assembly from the left hand linkage.
Again retain the felt washers.

5. Disconnect the spring from the link lever above the final drive assembly.
6. Remove the bolts securing the linkage assembly to the left hand side of the final

drive assembly.
7. The handbrake linkage can now be moved

forward away from the calipers and allowed
to hang out of the way of subsequent work.
Removal of the linkage allows sufficient
room in front of the calipers to get at the
piston cup assemblies. 

Y"' "' "'- &2"
Now remove the antirattle spring from the rear of the right hand
caliper. Note that the securing bolt is held by a tab washer on the
top of the bolt. This must be bent back before unscrewing the bolt.
Unscrew the two bolts on the outside of the caliper assembly.
These are drag pins which engage in holes in the outer pad.

10.The outer pad can now be withdrawn. lt is probably easiest to push it
through towards the front of the car.

11. Remove the pad retainer plate which was secured by the bolt on the antirattle spring.
This will slide out to the right hand side of the car. Note that new antirattle springs, tab
washers and retaining plates are supplied with the new brake pads.

12.The inner pad can now be pulled down at the back of the caliper and then pushed
through to the front of the assembly to remove it. lt will help to push the outside of the
caliper in towards the disc to give more space to slide the pad.

13. As explained above the lever on the face of the piston assembly must now be used to
rotate the assembly. First rotate it in an anticlockwise direction one turn to unscrew it
slightly. Clean the assembly thoroughly with new brake fluid. Then, using the technique
described above, rotate the assembly clockwise as far as it will go. lf necessary, now

8.
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rotate anticlockwise again until the lever is pointing vertically upwards.
14. Remove the front antirattle spring and retain plate. Again this bolt is secured by a tab

washer which must be bent to allow the bolt to rotate.
15. Fit the new front retaining plate and antirattle spring. The recess

the retaining plate fits over a pin and the recess should be in the
top half of the plate. Tighten the bolt to 9 lb.ft. and secure by
bending over the tab washer.

16.Apply a thin coating of rubber grease to the front of the piston
cup and the rear of the outer pad recess to lubricate the points of
of the brake pads.

17. Fit the inner disc pad and then fit the rear retaining plate to hold it. At this point it may
help to secure this by inserting the bolt by hand without the antirattle spring. Again the
recess in the plate should be uppermost.

18.Fit the outer pad and locate it by replacing the two drag pins removed in step 9.
Make sure that the pins enter the holes in the back of the pad rather than simply
clamping the pad to the disc.

19.Now fix the rear antirattle spring and tab washer to the rear retaining plate.
Again torque to 9 lb.ft. and secure with the tab washer.

20. Repeat steps I to 19 for the left hand caliper.
21. Connect the new wear detector leads.
22. Reassemble the hand brake linkage by reversing steps 3 to 7.
23. Reconnect the battery and check that the brake warning light comes on when the

hand brake is operated. lf not check the wiring to the brake.

The first time I carried out this operation I found that the previous owner of my car had not
been too careful in step 13 and there was no lever on the piston assembly. lf you are beset
by this problem, or simply find that the assembly is too difficult to rotate, all is not yet lost.
Remove the disc as described in the Repair Operation Manual and you will then have plenty
of clearance to get hold of the assembly and will find it quite easy to rotate by hand.

As the hand brake linkage does not need to be removed and access is much improved it
could be argued that removing the discs is a perfectly reasonable way of changing the brake
pads on our vehicles!

Mike beetham

PROJECT SIX is the newsletter of the PG ROVER OWNERS GLUB and is issued free to
all members of the club.

Neither the club nor individual contributors can accept any responsibility for incorrect
information contained in articles within the newsletter although every attempt is made to
ensure that the information conveyed is accurate.

The next issue of the newsletter will be published at the beginning of April and
contributions should reach the club secretary as soon as possible but not later than
5th March 1983.

The club was formed at a meeting on the 14th May 1982 with the following aims:
1. To further the interest in the maintenance, restoration and use of all P6 Rover cars.
2. To produce information through research and technical help and to assist in the

location of spares and expertise.
3. To arrange meetings for members.
4. To issue newsletters and other publications as required.
5. To promote displays of different models at motoring festivals and other such gatherings.
6. To promote a P6 Rover rally each year.

in

@

contact with the rear
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